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Dr. Bobby Fong, the fifteenth president of Ursinus College, is introduced to the Ursinus community in October 2010.

Ursinus remembers Bobby Fong
Rachel Brown
rabrown@ursinu~.edu

Organ music saturated the air
in Bomberger auditorium, but
more notable was the silence between chords. Members of the
Ursinus community mourned the
loss of Dr. Bobby Fang in quiet
reflection on Monday afternoon,
hours after the three-year president of the college died of a heart
attack, according to Tom Yencho,

chief communications officer.
Fong passed away at the age
of 64 early Monday morning at
Phoenixville Hospital, the college announced. Fang's wife of
40 years, Suzanne, was by his
side, according to Yencho. Fang
is survived by his two sons, Jonathan and Nicholas ("Colin").
Fang was honored by a period
of contemplation in Bomberger,
accompanied by organ music performed by Dr. John French, the
William F. Heefner professor of

music.
In a second memorial, hundreds of members of the Ursinus community gathered outside
of the Kaleidoscope Performing
Arts Center Monday afternoon
to offer "comfort and support in
the community's common loss,"
according to Reverend Charles
Rice, a chaplain and assistant
professor at Ursinus who spoke
at the event.
Suzanne Fang, as well as

spiritual leaders from the community, led the campus in memorial prayer and remembrance of
Fong focused on the theme of Suzanne Fang's study, seventeenthcentury literature. She quoted
John Donne, an English poet
and cleric: "When one man dies,
one chapter is not tom out of the
book, but translated into a better
language."
"Last night, a chapter was not tom out the
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Ursinus book, but was certainly
translated into a better language,"
Suzanne Fang said.
News of Fong's death was announced to students via email at
7:40 a.m. on Monday, but the college decided not to cancel classes.
"Bobby would want us to
move forward. He would have
wanted us to stay on course
with classes and event planning,
which is why we don't expect
See Fong on pg. 2

Fong continued from pg . 1
any change in chedule," Yencho
said.
A of pre time, Yencho aid
that the Fong family i planning
to hold funeral services next
week on campus and at St. James
Episcopal Church, the Fong's
famil) church.
"We are exploring way to
honor Bobby Fong and hi s legacy," Yencho said.
Comments on an online forum
set up by the college highlighted
Fong's career at Ursinus, which
began on July 1,2011. Fong was
tuned into the needs of campus
and looked for more ways to enhance that connection. He quickly established himself as a presence on campus, wrote those who
commented.
Fong held weekly open forums, welcoming students and
staff to make suggestions or simply introduce themselves . He was
frequently spotted on campus
walking Ursus, his dog named for
the institution he lead. He donned
a Santa suit to raise money for the
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Suzanne Fong addresses the Ursinus community at a memorial honoring her late husband, Dr. Bobby
Fong , on September 8.
campus Relay for Life campaign.
" He was dedicated to Ursinus
College and was so very proud of
our faculty , students and staff,"
executive vice president for academic affairs and dean Lucien
"Terry" Winegar said in a statement. "He had a long and distinguished career that included two

presidencies , two deanships and
a well-earned reputation for his
scholarship. He will be missed,
both on our campus and within
higher education nationally."
Fong attended Harvard University where he graduated
magna cum laude in 1973 with a
bachelor's degree in English. Dr.

Fong earned a doctorate in English Literature from the University of California-Los Angeles io
1978, and was an internationally
known scholar of Oscar Wilde.
Fong was dedicated to the tenets of a liberal arts education
and advocated strongly for a holistic academic experience.
"The greatest justification for

the kind of education we do here
is that it can change the world ,"
Fong said in his inaugural address
to the college. "And our greatest
obligation to our students is to remind them that the work they do
will make a difference for good ,
not just for themselves, but for us
all. For this reason, our final gift
to our students must be to teach
them to hope ."
Counseling services at the
Well ness Center will hold walkin hours for any student, faculty,
or staff member through the rest
of the week. The Chaplain 's Office and the Office of Student Affairs are also available.
"We encourage you to take
comfort in these resources and,
more importantly, each other,"
the president's cabinet said in an
email.
"He loved you all so much.
Honor him by beginning to learn,
teach and truly care," Suzanne
Fong said . "This is the legacy
that he would want to leave and
would be proud of."
In tribute to the closing note on
each of President Bobby Fong's
emails: go bears.

Student government changes executive board
Yongshi Li
yoli@ursinus.edu
Tony Sierzega, president of
UCSG, is working on a shuttle
bus proposal, a spring concert
and other initiatives to improve
students' campus experience. He
hopes to accomplish more and
achieve as much as his predecessor, Jerry Gares, before his term
ends .
Tony is currently a senior, and
has been the new president of the
UCSG since April of last semester. [n the past fi ve months he
coordinated a concert last spring
which proved to be a success.
There was also an expansion of
executive board, adding four
more members to the group. In
addition to president, vice presi-

dent, treasurer, secretary and social chair, a representative from
each class was added .
Currently, the student govemment is dealing with the funds
allocated to different clubs and
organizations. During the summer, clubs sent forms of request
to the student government in order to obtain funds for running
their activities. The treasurer of
UCSG goes through their requests and will allocate the funds
from AFAC.
To hear voices from students,
there is a senate meeting once a
month, where representatives
from various clubs, sport teams
and organizations can voice their
opinions. Sierzega says that they
are working to expand it to twice
a month .

THEGRIZZLY
VOLUME

39,

ISSUE

EDITORIAL STAFF

2

The Grizzly is a weekly student-run
publication that serves the Ursinus
community. Views expressed
in The Grizzly do not necessarily
reflect the views of the staff or
college.

Ursinus Grizzly
601 E. Main Street
Collegeville, PA 19426

Additionally, the newly added
four representatives of each class
listen to opinions from their class
and convey them to the UCSG.
Outside of the senate meeting,
Sierzega says, "I hope to be approachable, so people can come
and talk to me."
Last year, UCSG received
complaints about food choice
and availability at Wismer. With
suggestions from UCSG, Wismer
sold pizza on Friday and Saturday nights, which turned out to
be popular. Seeing the success of
this program, Sierzega says they
will continue it this year in order
to provide more choices and better serve students' needs.
UCSG is the place where clubs
and organizations tum to when
they encounter any problems .
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Sierzega works closely with the
Dean of Students, so that he can
"address the concerns students
have across a broad range of
things."
For students who are interested
in joining UCSG, Sierzega says
that they will elect one executive
position in the coming weeks, and
he encouraged students to participate in various ways, such as becoming representatives of clubs,
joining their class councilor just
simply voicing opinions at meetiogs.
When asked about his biggest
goal in the upcoming months,
Sierzega thanked his predecessor Jerry Gares, who helped
him a lot and brought great
changes to UCSG. Sierzega
hopes that he can keep bringing

positive changes to UCSG before he leaves Ursinus. He says
that UCSG is a group that really
cares about the school and makes
a contribution, instead of "falling
back to an organization that does
not do a lot."
Recently, Sierzega began
working on a proposal for an Ursinus shuttle service. "The idea is
about a bus providing transportation for students to a few local
places at a cheap price, including
Providence Town Center, Norristown Transportation Center and
The Trappe."
They are working on next
year's spring concert as well, in
the hope that everyone on campus can see a big show and enjoy
themselves.

Letters to the Editor (grizzly@ursinus.edu)
All letters submitted to The Grizzly must not exceed 250 words in length, must
be emailed, and must be accompanied by a full name and phone number to
verify content. The Grizzly reserves the right to edit all material for length,
content, spelling and grammar, as well as the right to refuse
publication of any material submitted. All material submitted to The Grizzly
becomes property of The Grizzly.
Each member of the campus community is permitted one copy of The Grizzly.
Additional copies may be purchased for 1 ¢.
Staff positions at The Grizzly are open to students of all majors. Contact the
adviser for details.
All content Copyright © 2014 The Grizzly.
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Top stories from
around the globe
Evan Hill
evhill@ursinus.edu

U.S. Increases Role in
Combating Islamic State

Photo courtesy of Alexis Primavera

With the addition of Simple Servings, Wismer now has more options for students with food allergies. Each
portion of the entree is prepared separately, ensuring that there is no cross contamination.

Wismer adds food station
Rachel Brown
rabrown@ursinus.edu

For students with food allergies, deciding what to eat for
dinner can have serious health
implications. This semester, dining services has made navigating
Wismer easier by introducing the
Simple Servings station, one of
many new initiatives to promote a
healthier lifestyle for all students.
The food selection at Simple
Servings caters to students who
have food allergies, celiac disease, and non-celiac gluten intolerance. According to Sodexo,
the management company that
operates Wismer, the new station "provides fresh and flavorful meals prepared without milk,
eggs, wheat, soy. shellfish, peanuts. tree nuts. or gluten." These
eight foods account for 90 percent of all food allergy reactions.
The preparation of Simple
Servings foods is separate from
the rest of Wismer's offerings,
from the deli very of the ingredients to the server who plates
the meal. to minimize the risk of
cross-contact with allergens.
Ron Wood, the general manager of dining services, said that
the ingredients are delivered and
stored in areas of the kitchen designated specifically for Simple
Servings foods. The food is pre-

pared, served, and cleaned using
purple utensils, making it easy
for staff to recognize which tools
are to be used exclusively for the
station's food. The kitchen purchased new equipment Simple
Servings to ensure that the surfaces have never come in contact
with allergens.
"We take our job of protecting
students with food allergies very
seriously," Wood said.
Three Wismer staff members
went through a training course
focused on how to cook with food
allergies in mind. Mike Harris,
the man who has become known
for his welcoming personality
behind the Simple Servings station, completed the certification
test for Sodexo's allergy training
program, in addition to Wood and
executive chef Craig Paulus.
"We learned about the different intolerances that are out there,
how to help people with food allergies, and the allergic reactions
that people can have," Harris said.
Harris is responsible for preparing and serving the Simple
Servings offerings. Harris. along
with Paulus, chose from a selection of more than 80 recipes developed by Sodexo's dieticians
that meet the station's allergen
criteria.
Simple Servings has proven to
be a popular choice among din-

ers at Wismer. "There's been an
overwhelming response to the
station," Harris said. "I'm happy
with how things are going. Even
though it gets busy, really it's the
more the merrier."
Wood said that some students
complain they would rather the
station be self-service, to reduce
the time spent waiting in line for
food to be plated.
The reason that the station has
to be served is the risk of crosscontact with allergen foods. It
eliminates the possibility that
someone will pick up a serving
utensil and accidentally touch an
allergen on their plate," Wood
said. "We are not trying to make
it inconvenient. We are just trying
to protect the students."
Another measure that Wismer has taken to protect students
with gluten intolerance is the My
Zone station. located outside of
dish return. Intentionally situated next to Simple Servings. this
area has gluten-free, self-service
items and has a toaster designated for these items.
A selection of gluten-free
items is now available in the
C-Store. For more information about Wismer's efforts to
accommodate student dietary
needs, please visit the dining services website.

The United States Air
Force engaged and destroyed
multiple Islamist militant checkpoints and vehicles in the large
area of Western Syria and Eastern Iraq controlled by the Sunni
extremist group The Islamic
State (IS), also known as ISIS or
ISIL, according to the New York
Times. This action represents
a continuation of the five week
bombing campaign seeking to
stem the fast paced advance of
the terrorist group on the densely
populated area of Iraq between
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.
Support for targeting the Islamic State grew recently after
gruesome videos showing the
beheadings of kidnapped journalists Steven Sotloff and James
Foley surfaced on the internet.
The graphic videos represent
only a fraction of the violence
attributed to IS, which has gained
power over the last two years
in the turmoil of the Syrian
Civil War and has now placed its
sights on spreading its borders
to neighboring Iraq. The U.S. air
campaign has been instrumental in pushing back IS fighters
from large hydroelectric dams in
Northern Iraq, which, if destroyed, could devastate the area
for hundreds of miles around.

Support for Scottish
Independence Grows in
UK
Recent polls indicate
a surge of popularity for the
movement seeking independence
for Scotland from the United
Kingdom, which is comprised
of England, Scotland, Wales.
and Northern Ireland. The BBC
reports Scotland's Nationalist
party proposed the change after
being elected to power in late
2011, but was seen as a long shot
for much of the campaign's duration. The nations making up the
U.K. have been legally united for
over 300 years and many citizens
are uncertain of what effects the
proposed split would entail.
Scottish voters need only a

WWW.URSINUSGRIZZLY.COM

simple majority in the Sept.
18 vote to make the division
a reality. Current polls show a
47% to 45% split in favor of
independence. with 7% saying
they are not sure or will not vote .
While a margin of error leaves
the outcome nearly impossible
to predict. political observers are
surprised the issue is as tight a
race as it has become . A month
ago. more than 20% more voter
favored remaining united . The
change is credited to what is
perceived as a "more optimistic
and energetic" campaign by Yes
Scotland. the organization supporting the change. If completed,
the division will lead to many
difficult negotiations concerning taxes and revenue from the
UK's oil wells. 80% of which are
located in Scotland's north and
are vital to the UK.

Violence Resumes in
Eastern Ukraine
A ceasefire seemed to
be faltering in Eastern Ukraine,
where fighting between Ukrainian soldiers supported by Kiev,
the capital, clashed with pro-Russian rebels allegedly supported
by Russia, according to the Wall
Street Journal. The ceasefire
marked the first change at peace
in a conflict lasting more than
six months. While representatives of both sides told the Wall
Street Journal the truce was still
in effect, explosions and gunfire
still rang out in the province of
Donetsk, which borders Russia.
The situation has become
increasingly complicated over
the past few months as Western intelligence specialists
have claimed Russia is directly
colluding with pro-Russian
separatists fighting in Ukraine.
including what amounts to a
cross border invasion. NATOreleased satellite images seem
to show Russian made selfpropelled artillery units active in
Eastern Ukraine. The situation
has en flamed internationally after
the downing of Malaysian Air
Right 17, which Ukraine claims
was shot down by a Russian
made surface to air missile unit.
Independent investigators are
preparing a report on the tragedy
that could lead to further international sanctions on Russia.
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DC profs show
work at Berman
Max Bicking
mabicking@urisnus.edu

race

In a continued effort to help the environment, Ursinus proudly unveiled its new composter at the start of the
semester.

Do you smell that?
Wismer gets a new composting system
Aliki Torrence
altorrence@ursinus.edu

As many students have noted,
the smell of the dumpster behind
Wismer is less than pleasant. On
the bright side there is hope that it
will go away.
The compost program at Ursinus has been going on since
2009, according to the Office of
Sustainability's website. It was
started to reduce the amount of
methane gas that released into the
air.
The compost allows the food
to decompose on its own and in
the end, a rich soil is created that
can have multiple uses for the environment.
Although the program has
been composting environmental
waste for five years, just a few
years ago the college started composting food waste from the main
dining room.
According to the Office of
Sustainability's website, the program composts everything that
goes through the food return in
Upper Wismer apart from the
dishes. The waste includes all
food preparation scraps, all leftover food waste including meat
and dairy, and paper napkins and
food boats.
The waste then goes through
a pulper, a device that takes all
of water out of the food coming

from Wismer to create a choppedup food waste product.
All of the waste that comes out
of the pulper is then transferred
to the green bins around campus.
They are then taken to a local
compost site.
Ursinus is a part of the EPA
Food Recovery Challenge, which
is a national program for colleges
and universities to reduce their
food waste.
The composting area behind
Wismer has expanded this semester. There were only a few
green bins for compost that were
much smaller compared to what
is there now.
A new composting program
was initiated in Zack's last year.
This was started to diminish the
amount of food and trash that
was sent to a landfill and could be
composted instead.
All of these changes led to a
huge volume of compost additional measures had to be taken to
accommodate it.
Andy Feick, director of facility services, and Brandon Hoover,
sustainability program coordinator, took a new bid with a company called Sustainable Waste
Solutions (SWS).
Their main goal in getting
this new company on board was
to reduce the amount of times
trash trucks come on campus and
to create more opportunities for

composting.
"The more we can reduce the
number of trips for vehicles to
come and haul waste and recycling, the better," said Feick.
The new, green dumpster behind Wismer is called a Bio-Bin.
It is made for handling compost.
It is different from a regular
dumpster in that it is completely
sealed on top, and it is equipped
with rubber gaskets.
The process of composting
starts on campus before it is transported at the end of the week.
The white device next to the big
Bio-Bin is connected to the container to circulate air through a
filter in order to minimize any excess odor.
The white device arrived later
than the Bio-Bin itself, so it will
take some time to completely cut
out all odors associated with it.
"The odor has been a bit of a
concern to me from the start, but
be patient. It takes a little while
for the compo sting process to get
up and going and the smell to
completely go away," stated Feick.
There is a concern about the
smell coming from the compost
pile, though there is hope for it to
eventually subside.
With the filtration system attached to the Bio-Bin, there will
eventually be no smell coming
from the devices.

The fall semester will bring
new exhibitions to the Phillip and
Muriel Berman Museum.
Over the summer, the Berman
opened a new exhibit, "Sleep."
The
multimedia
installation
features the work of seasoned
photographer Michael Putnam,
who, between the mid-1960s and
1970s, captured images of people
around the world sleeping in public places . He found these people
hunched over benches, curled up
in cardboard boxes, and stretched
out over sidewalks, then photographed them in passing and left
them to sleep.
Putnam's photographs express
interpretations of trust, peace,
and necessity across different cultures. Some images, for example,
capture American businessmen
enjoying a sunny day in a park,
while others show impoverished
villagers collapsed from exhaustion.
"Today it seems that many
people's relationship with sleep
has become fraught with contradictions, as we temper the pull of
hyper-efficiency and 2417 connectivity with conscious attempts

at mindfulness or meditation,"
the collection's description says.
The works, "ask us to face our relationship with sleep, in both the
past and present, and public and
private realms."
In the Berman's exhibition, the
anonymity and instantaneousness
of Putnam's sleeping subjects is
contrasted with the static intimacy of Andy Warhol's film Sleep, a
5-hour portrait of poet John Giorno at rest. The exhibition will be
open until October 26.
Beginning in late October, the
Berman will feature the work of
Ursinus faculty members Kay
Healy and Sarah Kaufman. The
exhibition, entitled "Good Neighbors," is the result of the professors' summer exposure to the
Philaddphia-area artistic community.
"Good Neighbors is all about
the many varying notions of
home," curator Ginny Kollack
explained. "This could mean a
particular space or object, like
the house you grew up in or your
grandmother's dishes, a community of like-minded -individuals,
or the chance juxtapositions that
See Berman on pg. 5

Word on the Street
What do you find most surprising about Ursinus?
"What I found most surprising was the amount of clubs offered at Ursinus. Not all of them were listed on the website." -Rosendo Lopez,
2018
''I'm not really surprised about anything except for the amount of
work some of the students have" - Elijah Sloat, 2018
"I'm most surprised by how many students aren't studying or don't
have a lot of work to do. I just assumed that everyone would always
be studying." - Jake Nop, 2018
''I'm most surprised with the sense of community because you can
have people tell you about it but its different to experience it. Everyone is really nice here." -Natalie Barbagallo, 2018
"I guess the close-knit community would be the most surprising
thing. You wouldn't find it at a larger university." - Hannah Vance,
2018
"I'm most surprised by how easy it is to meet people and make
friends." - Kasey Chatburn, 2018

WWW.URSINUSGRIZZLY.COM

THE GRIZZLY I THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2014

5 - FEATURES

Bring on the local food trucks
Food Truck Festival returns to Phoenixville in October

Photo courtesy of Phoenixville Regional Chamber of Commerce

Festival goers are seen purchasing food from one of the many food trucks present at last year's festival. This year, the Phoenixville Food Truck
festival begins on Oct. 4.
Olivia Frymark
olfrymark@ursinus.edu

There's nothing more mouthwatering than all of your favorite
foods lined up right next to each
other.
On Saturday, Oct. 4, Phoenixville's Food Truck Festival is taking over Bridge Street. The festival plans to have over ten food
trucks lined up and an expected
attendance of three to seven thousand p~ople.
Previous festival food truck
attendees include Jimmie's Cupcake Company, Just Jackie's,
Ka'Chi, Lulu's Cafe On the Go,
Mac Mart, Mama's Meatballs,
Mr. D's, Oink and Moo, Pbon's
Fresh Phood, Petrucci's, P,J.

Whelihan's, Sum Pig Food Truck,
The Sunflower Truck Stop , The
Surf and Turf Truck, Sweet Box
Cupcakes, Underground Donuts,
and Uncle B's BBQ Shack. From
sweet to savory, there are many
diverse food options that visitors
will be able to purchase .
While the festi val will end at
6 p.m. on Saturday, Phoenixville
will have a pub crawl that goes on
into the night. While festival goers are out and about trying all the
food, several bars will be open,
serving food and drink specials.
How can students get to the
event? While the food trucks will
be lined up along Bridge Street,
it will not be closed to traffic.
The trucks will be facing the side

walk for attendees to walk up and
order. The Main Street area between Church and Bridge Street ,
however, will be closed to traffic
for extra vendor space.
If driving, pboenixvillefoodfestival .com will have additional
information such as a detailed
parking map posted by the end of
this month. However, a car isn't
necessary to be able to attend the
event.
While it may take a bit longer
than driving , a SEPTA bus will
drop off people right in the area
of the festival for $2.25 .
Want more? The food truck
festival is the kick off a week of
food-related activities .
Phoenixville First, the town's
organization of leaders, has also

put together Restaurant Week being held from Sunday to Thursday ( 10/5 -10/9). Each restaurant
participating will offer their best
meal options on a prefixed menu
they have set up for the event.
Small boutique food options
will be priced around $10 while
other options will be priced at $25
and $35 . It may be priced per person or per twosome . Menus and
participating restaurants will be
posted online closer to the event.
Maybe you ' re tired of the usual weekend activities and want to
shake it up with something fun?
Be sure to attend Phoenixville's
Food Truck Festival and Restaurant Week.

Berman continued from pg. 4

come from living in close proximity."
"The exhibition also asks what
it takes to be a ' good neighbor '
and offers the following answer
in return: openness, respect, and
curiosity," said Kollack. "Being
a good neighbor also requires
making overtures-someone has
to say hello first-and building mutual trust...I personally
think artists make this invitation
all the time, by sharing stories,
ideas. and emotions through their
work."
Healy, whose work will be part
of the exhibition, drew inspiration
for the project from interview
with fellow artists .
"Involving the community in
both the conception and production of my process is central to
my work," said Healy. "} am inspired by the people that urround
me and most of my work is based
on the stories of people that I interview."
The objects she carefully
weaves are testaments to the
memories and experi ence of her
interviewees, ex pl oring "themes
of transience and the search for
stability in an ever-changing
world ," Healy said .
On Thursday, Oct. 23, as part
of Ursinus' homecoming festivities, the Berman will host
the opening reception for Good
Neighbors from 4:00 to 7:00
p.m., followed by a special closing event for "Sleep ." Geralyn
Huxley, the curator of film and
video at the Warhol Museum in
Pittsburgh , will give a short talk
on Andy Warhol 's film works , and
afterward the Berman will screen
his film Sleep in its entirety.

Follow us on
Twitter!
@ursinusgrizzly

Happening on Campus
Thursday
12:00 pm- 1 :00
p.m. City Year information session
in Olin 107
4:15 p.m.- 5:30
p.m. Baden Lecture by Dr. Susanna Throop in
Phfaler Auditorium

Friday

Saturday

4:30 p.m. - 6:30
p.m. Modern
dance class/open
audition in Helfferich Dance Studio

9:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m. American
Heart First Aid
CPR/AED class in
Olin 103

7:00 p.m. Shabbat
dinner at Hillel
House

All Day
Family Day

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00
p.m. Final week of
77 Portraits at the
Berman Museum

3:00 p.m. - 4:15
p.m. Judaism in
America - A Discussion with Prof.
Marc Lee Raphael
in Olin 104
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Wednesday
8:00p.m. UC
Fringe Cabaret
in Kaleidoscope
Blackbox Studio
Theater
8:30 p.m. - 9:30
p.m. Gender and
Sexulaity Alliance
meeting in Olin
104
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OPINION

SOPHIE SNAPP
SOSNAPP@URSINUS.EDU

Is Yik Yak all that?
Jaime Bocanumenth
jabocanumenth@ursinus.edu

Yik Yak has quickly become
one of the most popular social
media channel s among teens and
young adults . As of the last few
months this app, available on
iPhone or Android, has flourished
withi n hi gh school hallways and
college campuses. The founder
and CEO of Yik Yak said the app
was originally designed to serve
as '''a city's central plaza or campus bulletin board ," according to
Fox News. Users have the ability to post anonymously on an
ongoing thread within their area.
These posts are then voted 'Up'
or 'Down' by viewers who either
like or dislike the comment.
Despite its original informational purpose, the act of 'yak-

king' has transformed into a nation-wide frenzy . The absence of
an identity allows users to post
boundless comments on events
around the area, professors and
administrators, and even other
specific groups or people . As a
habitual user, thi s app has brought
me many moments of uncontrollable laughter, confusion, and at
times, shock. In the face of increasing public outcry, this app
has begun to tum heads in both
positive and negative directions .
Some have described Yik Yak
as being the 'anonymous way of
tweeting." Without a name associated to your words , it suddenly
becomes a lot easier to speak your
mind. This has been exemplified
on Ursinus' Yak feed hundreds
of posts come flying in about a
variety of topics . The spectrum

of yaks ranges from questionable
Wismer food to crazy party stories from the weekend .
As I scroll down the hundreds
of posts everyday I find myself
running into problems that I too
have come across as a student on
campus. For example , one unidentified student posted , "Accidently dropping your only clean
towel in the reim showers when
you've avoided doing laundry for
weeks<." As an Ex- Reimert resident, I too have been distraught
at the sight of my towel hitting
the infested filth of the party the
night before. Small connections
like these help knit the community together into one big Ursinus
family in one way or another.
Although the campus has been
clearly connected through Yik
Yak , it has also been negatively

affected in some ways. Posts
viewed as funny by some are seen
as offensive and even hateful by
others.
One user posted, "Yak was fine
when people were just making
general digs at little, commonly
shared UC problems , but by making personal insults to specific
people it's getting significantly
less fun." The user who posted
this comment was evidently not
amused by the ill-humored posts
some students were publishing at
specific people or organizations.
Although some may find these
comments harmless , others find
them hurtful and damaging to the
fun of the app.
Cyberbuilying and threats are
not foreign to Yik Yak and have
been snowballing issues in other
institutions. Administrators and

even workplaces have found
themselves having to deal with
ugly and harmful rumors ignited
by this innovative application .
Yik Yak is clearly hitting both
poles of the spectrum with regards to how it affects people. At
Ursinus, posts have remained under control for the most part and
limited to harmless humor and
common UC problems. This does
not mean, however, that we cannot be mindful of others and their
potential interpretation of posts.
As a member of the Ursinus
community, I plead for students
to use Yik Yak as a medium to
help grow our close-knit culture.
Personal blows will only segregate us all. I'm all about humor,
but within reason. Let's keep it
clean, fun, and out of the hands of
administration.

Argument against wet
campus is a slippery one
By Ayesha Contractor
aycontractor@ursinus.edu

Anyone who passed by the
Ursinus College campus this past
Friday or Saturday night would
have undoubtedly been able to
hear the sound of music blasting out of Reimert Hall. The first
weekend at Ursinus College has
kicked off the partying for the
school year.
It is no big secret that Ursinus
is a wet campus. The weekends
are filled with lots of drinking,
partying, and fun. While some
members of the community might
feel that this is not a good idea,
I, along with many other students
believe that Ursinus creates a
very safe environment for those
partaking in the weekly festivi-

ties.
When I started here last year
as a freshmen, Ursinus had just
introduced the Courtyard Pilot
Program (CPP). This allowed
students to carry open containers of alcoholic beverages around
Reimert Courtyard. Ursinus was
also hoping to solve the problem
of broken glass bottles , property
damage, and vandalism in Reimert Hall . While these things
still happen, we can hope that
in the coming years we will see
less and less of it. Senior Brandon
Adorno hopes that Ursinus will
continue this program because "it
shows how we want to keep Reimert safe and also have a good
time."
The Ursinus College Handbook states that, "the College

recognizes that the use of alcohol
by those under 21 is a pervasive
feature of current United States
society. Through a combination
of counseling, discipline, and
educational programming, the
College endeavors to provide
students with meaningful and responsible assertions about the use
of alcohol."
If people want to drink, they
will do so no matter if the campus
is wet or dry. However, because
Ursinus is a wet campus, people
can drink in a safe environment.
Junior Gemma Foley explained that, "at other schools
students would be so scared of
getting in trouble for having been
drinking, that they won't report
their friend being passed out."
Many students, like junior EI-

speth Sarro, believe that Ursinus
being a wet campus shows how
much trust the administration
puts in their students. It also gives
an opportunity to the students to
be responsible for their actions
during the weekends.
At Ursinus, students are willing to keep each other safe during
the weekends to create a fun, yet
secure environment on campus.
It has been my experience that
drinking at Reimert is not controlled by the parties you are at,
but rather by the individual . No
one is encouraged to drink any
more than they would be on a dry
campus.
Ursinus also has social hosts
who survey parties and campus
safety officers who patrol the
campus while the partying takes
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place. If they see something that
couid potentially harm someone,
or even if they see someone that
needs help getting back to a dorm
room, they do their best to help
and keep everyone safe.
The beauty of Ursinus is that
even if you don't want to go out
partying or get drunk, there are
still a lot of things for students
to do on the weekends, whether
it be going out to the Movie Tavern and catching a flick, or just
chilling in the dorm with friends.
There are many places around
campus and there are so many
possibilities. No matter what you
do though, Ursinus' main goal is
for you to be safe and have fun, so
go out there and experience your
college years to the fullest.
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Gridiron gang
primed for solid
season in 2014
Dana Feigenbaum
dafeigenbaum@ursinus.edu

The fall is quickly approaching, and so is football season .
The gridiron Bears are coming
off a successful 2013 season and
head into 2014 picked to finish
third in the Centennial Conference in a poll of the head coaches
and sports information directors.
Last year, the Bears had the
school's fifth consecutive winning season. In addition, the
senior class was recognized as
having the most wins in school
history.
"Last season, particularly early in the season for the Gettysburg
and Franklin and Marshall games,
our defense played lights-out and
positioned our club for success,"
said head coach Pete Gallagher.
"Offensively, our ability to run
the football and throw completions kept us in front of the chains
and gave us control over our opponents."
Gallagher enters his 14th season as the Bears head coach. In
the 13 years he has been at Ur-

sinus, he has coached III AIICentennial Conference players.
He is also the all-time wins leader
in the program's history.
Senior captain Kevin Monahan , who took over for Chris Curren in week four last year, will be
the Bears ' signal caller. In Monahan's first start last season , he
threw for 383 yards . Shocking
many people with this spectacular performance in a win against
Moravian, it was not something
that caught the coaching staff off
guard .
"Kevin, myself and the entire
coaching staff were not surprised
by his performance. He is a tremendous person and player as
well as the leader of the football
team," said Gallagher.
On defense, returners junior
Steve Ambs and senior Mike
Morenese will be part of a unit
that will attempt to hold teams off
the board. The starting linebackers, sophomore Tim Rafter, senior
captain Max DeNardo and junior
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The women's rugby team circles up and practices proper falling techniques on a sunny afternoon. The
team typically competes on Saturdays during the fall semester.

Try-ing hard

Men s and women s club rugby squads
lookingforward to thefall slate in '14
Matt Maldanado
mamaldanado@ursinus.edu

compete with a lot of schools .

Women's Rugby

See Football on pg . 8
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Kevin Monahan is seen here dropping back for a pass in practice.
Ursinus beat TCNJ during their first game on Sept. 5,47-7.

Picture football, but without
pads, helmets and the stoppage
between every play. Field goals
are from the sidelines, and the
points system is very different.
Add in lateral passes and a good
deal of running to equal one of
the most physically demanding
sports on campus-rugby.
The start of the school year
signals a start to a new season of
rugby for the men's and women's
club teams . Both have high expectations for this season, specifically looking ahead to the championships . Even though rugby is
a club sport here at Ursinus, they
play at the Division III level and

The women's rugby team has
some of the toughest women on
campus. They practice with intensity, and they play with merciless
force .
While they are relentless,
they are humble . Eden Patrick, a
sophomore who plays the wing
position , said "Everyone together
makes a good team," and even
though they are a club team, the
word spreads quickly that this
team is as legitimate as the varsity sports on campus. They get
a good tum out and field a good
team. About 40 girls came out for

the team this year.
Their new coach, Matt Sobel ,
coaches the team part-time while
also teaching health at six different colleges .
" I live right down the road ,
and I heard that the women 's
team needed a coach ... it's a good
break from teaching ."
Women 's rugby finished last
semester on a high note with a 3-0
record in 15-a-side games , meaning they played 15 to a team .
They also went 2-2 in sevens
games, meaning they play with
seven players to a team .
Sobel says that although the
girls work together to achieve
See Rugby on pg . 8

Last Week's Scores as of Monday Sept. 8:
M Cross Country

W Cross Country

Sept. 6 @ Highlander
Invite at Cairn University
Second place out of
fourteen teams.
Top two finishers:
Joseph Luliucci, 29: II

Sept. 6 @ Highlander
Invite at Cairn University
First place out of eighteen teams.
Top twofinishers:
Emily Lamb, 23:55,

(6th)

(3rd).

Malcolm Rambert, 29:27

Emelia Perry, 24: 18,

(9th)

(6th)

M Soccer 0-3

W Soccer 1-2

Sept. 3 vs. Widener
UC: I, Widener: 2
Goals (UC):
Brendan Werner

Sept. 3 @ Arcadia
UC: 0, Arcadia: 2

Sept. 6 @ Misericordia
UC: 0, Misericordia: 2

Sept. 6 @ York
UC: I, York: 2
Goals (UC): Jacqueline Smiler

Field Hockey 2-0

Sept. 6 vs. William
Smith
UC: 6, WS: 1
Goals (UC): Danielle
Strong, Devin Brakel
(2), Stephanie Cooper,
Megan Keenan (2)

Volleyball 2-2
Sept. 6 @ Hood College
UC: 3, Hood College: 0
UC: 3, Penn State MontAlto: 0

Football 1-0
Sept. 5 @ TeNJ
UC: 47, TCNJ: 7
Passing:
Kevin Monahan:
23-33,236 yds passing,
2TDs
Receiving:
Darius Jones:
8 ree., 95yds, I TO
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Football continued from pg . 7
James Roccograndi will look
to disrupt the opposing team's
rhythm .
Last year's secondary remains
intact, featuring All-Centennial
Conference players junior Kyle
Adkins and enior Dysean Alexander. In addition, seniors Matt
Glowaki and Greg DiSanto will
be key players to look out for
on the defensive side. In all, the
Bears are expecting to have a
great defensive unit this season.
"We've installed a new defensive scheme and we believe it'll
be very effective," said Adkins.
On the offense side of things,
true freshman Jimmy Hickey will
carry the ball for the Bears, in
addition to returning sophomore
Corey Kelly and senior Taylor
Paul. Kelly, a two-sport athlete
(he plays lacrosse in the spring),
ran for 381 yards in nine games
last season and had two touchdowns.
"The offensive line looks
good. We have a few returners
that have some game experience
and are ready to play," said Monahan. "There are even a few
freshmen in the mix which shows
how good our incoming class
was. I expect a lot of great things
out of them."
Returning to the o-line is senior Woody Stefankiewicz and
senior Luke McEliece. In addition, sophomore Francis Grey
will be starting as the Bears center, along with freshman Connor
Newlin and sophomore Joshua
Buccur.
"We have a tremendous staff
that our players have all bought
into," said Gallagher, "and I am
excited about the chemistry of our
football team and the belief they
have in each other."
"I'm excited to go out and play
the greatest sport in the world
with a group I call my familyjust to go out have fun and play
football," said Ambs.
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James "Bitf" Wilson is seen here with the ball as the men's rugby team gears up for their upcoming season with a team scrimmage on Friday,
Sept. 5.
Rugby continued from pg. 7

success, forwards captain Caitlin
Jackson and backs captain Gena
Rodriguez are the true leaders
on the team. There are many fast
girls on the team that will help
this team be even better than they
were last year.
Sobel also said, "Mia Serpico
is really fast. She could be the
fastest on the team, and even in
the league."
She is also the strength and
conditioning coach, and gets the
girls together during off days and

gets them into shape.
Look for the women's rugby
team to get even more exposure
and become more popular on
campus.
Men~sRugby

For the men's rugby team,
there is somewhat of a different
feel. James (commonly known
around Ursinus as Biff) Wilson, is
the coach for the team, and plays
in the games as well. The captains
for the team are Austin Oscovitch
and Michael Elberson. Wilson
says, "Even though we don't have

a coach, we mostly are all selfcoached."
Last year the team went 4-2
during the regular season and
made the playoffs, but failed to
make it past the first round. Wilson said, ''The goal ultimately is
to get back to the playoffs and do
better than last year."
One of the main focuses of
this team is recruiting. The team
is a club team, so the main way
they recruit is by word of mouth.
Oscovitch said, "We have eight
new guys this year which is
good. We're also going to graduate quite a few seniors, so in the

future we'll need more people to
come out for the team."
Men's rugby works hard during the week and they hope it
will show this year and into the
playoffs. The team definitely has
the chemistry; it's just a matter of
putting strategy and skill together
and winning.

f

Have feedback
on this story?
Visit The Grizzly
on Facebook!

Rugby Schedule and Upcoming Games:
M Rugby
9-6 vs. Washington
(17-15 loss)
9-13 vs. La Salle
9-20 at DeSales
9-27 at Widener
10-18 at Lafayette
10-25 vs. Neumann

W Rugby
9-13 at Gettysburg
9-20 at Swarthmore
9-27 at DeSales
10-4 vs. Widener
10- I 8 @ Nuemann
10-25 Playoff
tournament in Harrisburg

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

WOMEN'S SOCCER
at Albright, 7:30 pm.
MEN'S SOCCER
at Rosemont, 1:00 pm.
FOOTBALL
vs. Gettysburg, J:OO pm.
FIELD HOCKEY
at Elizabethtown, J:OO
pm.
VOLLEYBALL
vs. Albright, 11:00 am.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
MEN'S SOCCER
vs. Immaculata,

7:30pm.

VOLLEYBALL
at Penn St.-Berks,

7:00pm.

